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a strong case against Christ, if within his power;
yet this very man, having betrayed him for
money into the hands of his enemies, without
assigning any reason beyond that couched in the
obsequious question, " What will you give me ?"
no sooner reflects upon his horrible deed, than
his conscience, aroused like a lion, seizes him and
hurries him back to confess his iniquity, and in
the strongest possible language to declare the in-
nocence of Jesus before those malignant rulers to
whom he had sold him, but a few hours before, for
the price of a slave; and finding he could not re-
cover him, in a paroxysm of remorse he expires
by his own hand almost in their very presence.
Now I claim this short but sharp tragedy to be an
attestation of the integrity of Christ, and of his
claims, as strong as strength can make it. It is an
instance of overwhelming evidence extorted from
the conscience of an enemy writhing under the
plunging sting of remorse, and sealed with his
own blood. If by his excited manner and excit-
ing exclamation Judas had meant no more than
this, that Christ had done nothing worthy of bonds,
much less of death, he clearly enough indicated
that Christ's capture by them was the result of
his own treason, and the absurdly wicked process
by which he was condemned, the procurement of
their reckless and daring malice; but the full mean-
ing of Judas evidently was, that innocence in all
things covered the character and life of Jesus.
Consequently, the following things were implied
in his wailing confession :

i. Judas believed that Jesus was the Messiah,